
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVELATION 

PART 1 



. 

  

SOME DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
There are several different approaches to studying and understanding the book of 

Revelation. While it is my conviction that this book deals primarily with the destruction 

of Jerusalem in 70-AD, I want to briefly acknowledge some other approaches to the 

book. In the final analysis, everyone must struggle with this problem on their own. 

Further, within certain limitations, I do not believe one’s interpretation of this book is a 

salvation issue. In other words, there is some room for disagreement. Note carefully that 

I said “SOME” room! There are interpretations which go too far (e.g. the “futurist” 

and “full-preterist” views). With this background, let’s briefly look at some of these 

different approaches. Below is an excerpt from the book, The Avenging of the Apostles 

and Prophets (pp. 5-6), by Art Oden. It summarizes the various approaches: “There are 

five basic approaches to the interpretation of the book: 
 

The Futurist View. This method of interpretation pictures the book as yet unfulfilled. 

The millennialist and dispensationalist groups hold to this view. They place literal 

interpretations upon the signs and symbols of the book, projecting them into the future 

while they look for Jesus to return to the earth, set up an earthly kingdom, and reign for 

1,000 years from the city of Jerusalem. This interpretation would have had no meaning 

whatsoever to the people of John's day. In reality, it is a contradiction to the stated 

purpose of the book which was to reveal ‘things which must shortly come to pass’ (1:1). 

Yet in our day it is the most popular view of the book. 

 

The Preterist View. The book is viewed by the preterist as written for the people of 

John's day. The events ‘shortly to come to pass’ are described as happening in the 

immediate future of the people then living, and little is left to be fulfilled. Accordingly, 

to the preterist, the book has little, if any, meaning for the Christian of today. 

 

The Early Historical View. The book is pictured as written to the people of that day 

and fulfilled for the most part in the events of the first two centuries. This view seeks to 

derive a message from those events that are applicable for all times. 

 

The Continuous Historical View. This approach presents the book as a forecast of the 

history of the church with the rise of the papacy, Mohammedanism, the reformation, 

etc. Modern world leaders such as Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin have been imagined as 

foreseen by John in the Apocalypse. Needless to say, such would have been 

meaningless to the people addressed. 

 

The Spiritual View. This position says that the things revealed were not actual events, 

but were symbolic of spiritual and temporal forces at work in the world in which, 

ultimately, the spiritual are victorious. Naturally, this is a pot without a handle. With 

this view, meanings and applications of the book are always elusive and amount to 

nothing. This view of the book opens the door to every interpretation imaginable. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The position taken in this work may be said to be both historical and preterist; 

historical because we believe the events portrayed as ‘things which must shortly come to 

pass’ actually occurred and can be read about in history, and preterist in that those 

events were fulfilled unto the people of John's day. To look for the fulfillment of the 

things which were ‘shortly to come to pass’ hundreds or even thousands of years into 

the future is to miss the point of the book entirely. The events that were foretold can be 

found in the history of that day – in the first century. There is little in the book that 

remains to be fulfilled. However, the message that brought joy, comfort, and hope to 

Christians then is still as fresh and meaningful to us today, and every Christian needs 

that message.” 
 

FOUR KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
The book of Revelation is one of 

the most fascinating books in the 

Bible! It is also one of the most 

difficult to understand. There have 

been many proposed interpretations 

by many learned men; but they 

cannot all be correct! This short 

outline will reveal four key 

thoughts which can help us with 

our interpretation... 

 

This book is a “revelation” (Revelation 1:1) 
 A revelation is something that is disclosed or made known! (Ephesians 3:3) 

 This necessarily implies the ability to understand its message! (Ephesians 3:4) 

 So, we should study it, confident that we can understand it! (Revelation 1:3) 

 

This book was “signified” (Revelation 1:1) 
 This word means “to express by signs or symbols” (Revelation 1:20) 

 This will “rule out” a strictly literal approach to the book! 

 We must also accept John’s own explanations! (Revelation 17:7-10)  

 

Yet, not everything is symbolic! 

 With no literal “anchors,” symbols are indiscernible!  

 Notice some of the “literal” things in the book:  

Jesus, God, angels (1:1); seven churches of Asia (1:4); John, Patmos (1:9); 

resurrection (1:18); Heaven (4:1); Euphrates (9:14); mystery of God (10:7); temple, 

holy city (11:1-2,8); Satan (12:9); the kingdom of God (12:10); gospel (14:6); seven 

mountains/kings (17:7-10); the final judgment (20:11-15); the invitation to come to 

Christ (22:17) 

 

It reveals things to “shortly take place” (Revelation 1:1,3)  
 Any proper interpretation must take this into account! 

 Thus, to place its primary events in our day is gross error!  

 That being said, there are some “future” things (20:11-15) 

 

I truly hope that these few thoughts will help you as you begin to study the book of 

Revelation! One final thing to remember: Always seek God’s blessing to 

understand His will (2 Timothy 2:7).      --Lanny Smith 
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Thank you for picking up a copy 

of our Sermon Snapshot! We 

hope you will use this tool for 

personal study or an easy to use 

template when studying with 

friends and neighbors about 

important spiritual matters! 

If you would like more 

information either through CD or 

download, please visit our website 

for these sermons and many 

more. If you would like a personal 

bible study with our evangelist or 

Elders please contact us as well! 

 

Times of Service 

Sunday Worship: 10 am 

Sunday Bible Study: 5 pm 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 pm 

 

Our Eldership 
Jan Boser (H) 773-3178 (C) 509-1828 

Al Easter (H) 585-9846 (C) 698-1846 

Randy Shouse  570-4908 

Lanny Smith  770-8077 

 

Contact Information 

10082 East 126th Street 

Fishers, IN 46038 

(317) 577-3788 

 

Facebook: Fishers Church of Christ 
Twitter: @FishersChurch 

Visit us online & YouTube! 
www.fishers-churchofchrist.com 

 


